REGILDING THE CRESCENT
was no sign of any disturbance. Meanwhile, the
Vizier had dismissed the Ministers of War and
Marine, both of whom were alleged to be in the
plot, and had ordered the removal of a Salonika
regiment from the precincts of Yildiz. The two
Ministers, one of whom had previously sent in
his resignation, only to have it refused, laid their
case before the House. The House demanded
an immediate explanation from Kiamil. Kiamil,
mindful of Mazarin's Le temps cest moi, pro-
crastinated, offering to furnish the necessary
explanations during the following week. The
true explanation of the crisis seems, as later events
have shown, to have been a struggle between
Kiamil, supported by the Liberals, and the
Committee of Union and Progress. Kiamil
went under. He tried to prove that there was
a law even above the Constitution and he failed.
It is doubtful whether the Sultan could have
done anything to save his Minister from ruin ; at
any rate, he made no attempt to do so. For
several days, the capital was in an uproar.
Through a misapprehension of the facts, this
was regarded in many quarters as the final
struggle between the Young Turks and the old
regime, whereas in reality the Liberals were no
more friendly than the Committee towards the
Palace faction. The House sat on the Saturday
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